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the French Government with the object of defining
the territories in which His Majesty's Government
were free to implement their undertaking to recog-
nise and support the independence of the Arabs.
Prolonged negotiations resulted in an agreement
signed in May 1916, which is usually called the
Sykes-Picot Agreement from the names of the two
chief negotiators., and by which Great Britain and
France undertook among other things to recognise
and uphold an independent Arab State or con-
federation of States in Syria and Mesopotamia, with
the exception of the Syrian districts which had been
excluded and the Baghdad and Basrah districts
which had been reserved in the British Govern-
ment's reply to the Sherif. Midway across the area
covered by the Agreement a line was drawn beyond
which the two Governments reciprocally agreed
that they would not claim any right of advising or
assisting the Arab administrations.
It will be noticed that while both the reply to the
Sherif and the Sykes-Picot Agreement foreshadowed
special measures of administrative control in both
the vilayets of Baghdad and Basrah,, and made no
distinction between them, the instructions issued by
His Majesty's Government to General Maude after
the fall of Baghdad a year later* provided that
Basrah alone was to remain under British ad-
ministration, and the Baghdad vilayet to be made
into an Arab State. It appears from this that His
Majesty's Government were already beginning to
realise that direct British administration was in-
compatible with the satisfaction of Arab ideals. It
was, however, found impossible to carry out the policy
for the reasons which I have already explained,
1 See p. 126.